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as regards objectives and priorities and the future machinery
of planning. The Board submitted its report on December
18, 1946, which contains their recommendations with regard
to the machinery of planning, supply of trained personnel,
agriculture, river development and electric power, industries*
mining, railways and research.
It appears that in spite of all the tall talk the real work of
planning has not yet been started. We are yet trying to feel
our way. What we are still doing in India is planning for
situations and times which exist no more. Planning in terms
of isolated processes of agriculture, industry, transport, etc.
is a thing of the past. Such type of planning can hardly be
called regional because the regional plan is prepared for all
types of activities; it takes into consideration not only the pro-
vision of food, clothing and shelter, but also includes recrea-
tional, educational, and social needs of the people in its scope*
It provides not only for the development of agriculture, indus-
tries, dams, reservoirs and highways but also for the building
of libraries, schools, art galleries, theatres, town halls and
hospitals. The plan is prepared as a whole for the people by
taking the region as a unit; after its earlier stages of survey,
evaluation and preparation, it is not so much executed by the
authorities as it is absorbed by the people through their eco-
nomic, political and social institutions. Industrial decentra-
lization on a regional pattern must be accompanied by political
and social decentralization as well, if it is intended to be a
success. People must be trained to shoulder the responsibility
for their individual as well as collective economic and social
well-being.
The utility of the plans prepared before August 15, 1947,
has been further diminished on account of the partition of the
country into two parts after that date. Up to that time the
economy of the country was based on the resources of the
whole of India. Sind and Western Punjab were surplus re*
gions with regard to the production of foodstuffs like wheat
and rice and were the main sources of supply of long-stapled
cotton to the mills of Delhi, Ahmedabad, Bombay, etc; Eastern
Bengal was the main source of supply of jute fibre to the Cal-'
cutta mills. But the areas now comprised in Pakistan are ex-
tremely poor in mineral resources and modern industries. On